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September 10 


Williams, Ben Ames Houghton, Mifflin 
HOUSE DIVIDED $5.00 


An author of Mr. Williams' long years of contribution to the literary scene 
must have felt a terrific compulsion to translate into the written word the emotions, 
the pattern of living, of the Southerners of this book, to justify himself in publishing 
@ book 1514 pages long. In so far as this was his purpose, his success is unquestionable. 
One is taken into the vitals of the Currain family, with all its ramifications; one learns 
to know- as one would through intimate personal contact, the bignesses, the smallnesses, 
the conflicts, external and internal, that make up 4 spate of years, as four generations 
of the family cross his stage. A Virginia family, loyal to the Confederacy, bitter in 
their denunciation of Lincoln and all he stands for, discovers by chance that Lincoln, 
too, claims (though unwittingly) the grandfather that sired their father. A slender 
thread on which to spin a tenuous plot; merely is it a factor that in one makes for 
greater understanding and tolerance, in another an excuse for degradation, in all an un- 
comfortable awareness, rarely voiced. The story is the story of a people divided, as the 
Civil War puts its stamp on all of life. And yet it differs from other Civil War stories 
in that it reflects life going on, highlighted by fear and deprivation, over-confidence, 
rapacity, bestiality, tenderness, courage, passion, boredom, love and hate, ambition and 
selfishness, all the elements that make up life, brought into sharpened relief by war. 
There are vigorous passages - whole chapters- dealing with war, with campaigns, with 
battles, with skirmishes. But chiefly it is a civilian picture, which makes one again 
aware that war produces its crop of conoomitants, no matter what the war..... But what 
of its 1514 pages? Half the length would have made a better book. If your customer 
wants a good long read, here it is. 








September 26 


Stone, Irving Doubleday 
ADVERSARY IN THE HOUSE $3.00 





This should appeal to those who liked Howard Fast's /he American almost more 
than to the usually predictable Irving Stone audience. To be sure, it is reasonable that 
he should add Politics and Social Problems to his broad canvas of fictional biography: - 
Art, Marriage, in these lay his greatest popular success. Better from the sales angle 
than 7hey Also Ran, because the interest is focussed on one character- Eugene Debs; but 
not in the class with [mmortal Wife or Lust for Life. Socialism and the labor problem 
do not command a wide book market - and Debs built his life around these two things. 
The great value of this look lies not in the emotional end occasionally sentimental 
picture of Debs as a selfless leader, a fiery figure in the labor picture, a man who 
sacrificed his home, his wife (for long years his private “adversary in the house"), 
his family, for the cause- but in the historical aspects of the movement itself in its 

eye early struggles. Debs was head of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, as its in- 
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spiration, as well as secretary and treasurer; he supported what then seemed lost causes 
(Robert Ingersoll - Susan B. Anthony etc.); he was forerunner in advocating unionization 
of industry rather than oraft; he was an external but vital factor in the Pullman strike, 
in the founding of the I.W.W., he pulled out of his party--split it rather--in his de- 
termination to win by pacifism rather than by violence. He served sentence in a federal 
penitentiary as 4 pacifist in the last war, (the charge was civil disobedience, under the 
espionage act) - and from the penitentiary, where he made a great contribution to the 
cause of criminals’ better treatment, he ran for the sixth time as head of the Socialist 
ticket for President of the United States. There's a great deal about his private life- 
his strange marriage, his great love, his family oneness, his associates- yes, even his 
weaknesses (though lightly). In the main it is a movingly sympathetio pioture of Debs, 
the man, Debs the symbol. And it contains some of Irving Stone's best writing. 


TWO DARK HORSES 


September 15 


Bourne, Peter Putnam 
| DRUMS OF DESTINY $3.00 
. Lydia Batley introduced the gruelling early struggles of Haiti to become an in- 


dependent state to many readers who by-passed Vandercook's Black ajesty. Now comes an- 
other novel of the whole period, from the earliest grumblings of voiced unrest, to the 
tragic death of Henri Christophe in the lonely grandeur of his impregnable fortress, a 
monument to a dream he thought destroyed. The central character is a Scot- Duncan Stewart, 
who- on the verge of receiving his license as a surgeon and physician- is forced to flee 
England, and hide out in the remote French island of Saint Domingue (as it was then called). 
There- almost penniless- he ostracizes himself from the whites and their evil, cruel, ra- 
pacious, licentious society- and throws in his lot with the blacks, among whom he can 
practice his beloved profession, and exist on the material evidence of his people's grati- 
tude. And so it happens, when the stirrings become revolution- civil war- “Ti Rouge” is 
in the center of things- striving, often in vain, to save some measure of the hate and 
revenge, treating the wounded regardless of color, upholding the ideals towards which 

two at least of the leaders strove,- Toussaint and Henry Christophe. It is an absorbing 
story, with underplay of Duncan's search for a woman who can make him forget his Margaret, 
but with the emphasis of interest and action in the building up to e peak of violence of 
the revolution unique in human history. There's brutality here- and sex violence- but 

the pace and vigor of the writing carries the reader along through a story of social up- 
heaval. 


September 30 


Wilson, William EF. Simon & Schuster 
CRESCENT CITY $3.00 


Though heralded as S @ & big fiction headliner, I confess that my classification 
would be “good trash"- an important element in every publishing list, but not a contribu- 
tion to literature. It is good Americana, in its story of a town, at the heart of isole- 
tionism, and of three generations of its citizens. The story focusses around Jay Holt, 
who in 1912 was an aspiring and courageous young journalist, a “gentle anarchist”, a Don 
Quixote, endlessly battling the cause of right. He marries gentle Sarah, a youthful 
librarian, and the symbol of their happiness is the great ugly house they call home. Their 
children- Ruth, who is relatively minor, and Stephen, whose memories provide the impetus 
to the flashbacks in which the story is told - these two never steal the show from their 
father, Jay. A lynching- back in 1912- sets the theme. In two generations the pattern 
























July 15, 1947 Fiction -370- 
repeats itself. The lynchers of yesterday are the anti-scmites, the Klanners, the red 
baiters, of today. There's young love and sensual depravity; there's the handful of 
social leaders and tight-fisted financial leaders, who run the town and flaunt their 
prejudices and hide their skeletons in cupboards. There's the tiny group who ere willing 
to be poor in order to be themselves - refusing to serve as errand boys for the political 
leader, John Davis, or the blackmailing Luke Floyd, who owns the dens of vice and gambling 
and illegal traffic. Stephen's love story, and its gentle ending, somehow never seems as 
real as his fiery father's story. Inevitably, the comparison will be made with Before the 
Sun Goes Down. This is the better ‘book. 


A Few Names- Good for Sales; a Few Good Bets 


A new Sheila Kaye-Smith, THE LARDNERS AND THE LAURELWOODS (Harper)- faintly nostalgic; 
a good D.&. Stevenson, KATE HARDY (Rinehart); a new Howard Fast- CLARKTON (D.S.°& P.).- 
Sterling North- name familiar to many- in a new field, SO DEAR TO MY HEART (Doubleday). 
A complete unknown- too good to overlook- JADIE GREENWAY by I.S.: Young (Crown). And 
last but not least, Howard Breslin's THE TAMARACK TREE (Whittlesey) which ts very good. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Fictton 
August 1 


Burchell, Mary Samuel Curl (Arcadia) 
LITTLE SISTER $2.00 


The British brand of lighter love, (which doesn’t include reticence) in the 
story of Alix, who at 17 sees her mother, Nina Verene, a famous singer, for the first 


time. Introduced as Verena’s “little Sister”, Alix’ ingenuous innocence does not belong 
in her mother’s self-centered world, but does charm Barry, former admirer of Verena. 
Verena's jealousy leads to vindictive deceit, from which Alix is saved by the protective 
intervention of the father she had never known - and Barry wins her. ...Not top drawer, 
even at rental level. 


August 8 


Pratt, Theodore Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
MR. THURTLE’S TROLLEY $2.50 


A sunny fantasy, which comforts while it derides, this contributes a gentle 
touch to the current whimsy field...Heartbroken Mr. Thurtle thinks he has been jilted by 
Nettie Parks, and dashes away from his Kansas home town, swearing never to ride in auto- 
mobiles again. He finds happiness as a trolley car conductor in a New York suburb, and 
when the trolley is put out of business, Mr. Thurtle and the conductor buy it and install 
it by their home. Then Mr. Thurtle discovers he has strange powers- that he oan manipu- 
late (by prayer) the trolley where he will. He and the Winches head for California, via 
Kansas; they pick up Nettie, still unmarried, they have various mad adventures, and be- 
come national figures. But it is only when Mr. Thurtle loses his power that Nettie 
sucoumbs and marries him. ... Very special. 


Hancock, Lucy Agnes Macrae Smith 
DOCTOR KIM $2.00 


Further therapy- romantic and medical- in the story of Dr. Bruce Kimberly, 
whose surgical career is ended by a bad arm, and who turns to the field of sanitarium 
treatment of neuropsychiatric victims. Engaged to marry luxurious and possessive Sylvia, 
Bruce's work brings on her resentment and interference, until- when she deliberately jeop- 
ardizes his sanitarium- he breaks with her. Eventually, he wins through to professional 
and personal happiness and success....The virtue here is largely virtue. 
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August 20 





M. S. Mill 


Valbeck, Michael 
HEADLONG FROM HEAVEN $2.75 
Originally reported 3/15 for May publication, as follows:- “When Mr. Branken 
accidentally shoots his secretary, it is his wife, Wanda, who does the covering up, per- 
suades him into silence, and it is she who does not hesitate when the resulting black- 
mail becomes too loathsome. Mr. Branken turns to drink for escape, while Wanda deter- 
mines to win back an old lover. She at last realizes her failure and does not balk at 
killing again. Chained to a private hell, the Brankens' life together is ruined, their 
spirit is shattered by their enforced companionship. Just as the last links are joined 
by the Deputy Commissioner, the Brankens’ hysteria rises to a fatal end. South African 
setting for a story, of some power, of moral cravens." 


Knight, Ruth Adams Morrow 
FARE BY MY SIDE I“ 4Y $3.00 


Sublimated slick, in which Nancy Hall, who is warned by her artist grandfather 
that she leads with her heart, decides- intelligently- to marry successful advertising 
man, Tom. But a holiday on the Cape, and the meeting with David Barnum and his mother- 
less son arouses her curiosity, her too eager interference, and ends in marriage with 
David. It is the boy, Charles Francis, who blocks her possession of his father, who 
hates her removing his father from his closest orbit, and nearly wrecking the 
marriage- restores it after ao near-drowning. Glamour plus- and glamour puss technique. 


August ? 


Hoberecht, Earnest Didier 
TOKYO ROMANCE $2.50 


A magazine buildup (Life, Collier's, Time) popular and bestselling in Japan, 
this is no literary event but has interest in its picture of American-Japanese relations. 
This is the international, obstacled romance of correspondent Kent Wood for the Japanese 
actress, Tamiko, and the troubles attendant on such “fraternization”. Kent decides that 
marriage is not impossible, but Tamiko’s studio decides differently. When Kent is in- 
volved in a murder, Tamiko gives up her career to be a witness and an alibi for him. 

Kent is released, and their honeymoon is further brightened by Tamiko's chance at star- 
dom because of her selfless gesture.... Rentals presumably. 


August 25 
Young, I. S. Crown 
JADIE GREENWAY $2.75 
* One of the most unusual stories that has come this way for a long time- a story 


of a young Negro girl, and of the forces that combined to push her into the mire and the 
forces that helped her to help herself. The setting is a Brooklyn slum; Jadie, defiant, 
antagonistic to society as she knows it, resentful of her shiftless, worthless mother, 
plays hookey from school, learns- too early- all she thinks there is to know about sex- 
and is fast on the road to delinquency, when Calvin, her mother’s current “man” and e 
bum, appeals to the sound core that he knew was there- and helped her see the road she 
was traveling. A good story- first; an unusually penetrating analysis of teaching meth- 
ods; an understanding portrayal of a seamy side of life. 
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Fiction 


September 2 






Lucas, Barbara Houghton, Mifflin 
ANNA COLLETT $3.00 







A love story of rural wartime England in which Anna, an educated, “upper class" 
woman, loves her wholesome, stable, well-ordered life on the farm, and her husband as a 
part of it. She falls in love with Mario, a handsome Italian prisoner quartered on the 
farm, and he with her. Religious and moral by nature, Anna fights against admitting this 
even to herself, finally yields, hoping to have temporary happiness yet preserve her marr- 
ijage. Complications, mostly within herself, arise and grow, alienating her gradually | 
from her husband, drawing her toward some overt action. She is unable emotionally to con- 
tinue in her marriage, unable physically to run awey with Mario, and finally is left with 
her own death as the only alternative... As a study of Anna, the woman, this is quite 
good, but she is the only character who truly comes alive. The others are merely props 

to the story, which has substance and force of reality despite the lack of novelty of 


the problem. 
















September 4 






Brickell, Herschel- éd. Doubleday 
PRIZE STORIES OF 1947 $2-50——32.-76 
2980) 






The parade of the magazine field, which passes little recognition to the big 
flats, and/or the formula fiction of mass cirbulation, this depends on the thoughtful, 
absorbed concentration of new writers, from sometimes lesser known periodicals, conform- 
ing to the standards established by Story. Here are newly remembered names,Bessie Breuer, 
Jessamyn West, Jean Stafford, Benedict Thielen, Eudora Welty, David Cornel De Jong, etc. 
In the Prize winners, John Clayton Bell's The White Circle for first prize has a smash 
approach in « murder-thought theme: second prize is Eugene L. Burdick's Rest Camp on Maut 
which emphasizes the break between possible newspaper publicity and fighting men's in- 
tegrity: third prize for Elizabeth Parsons’ The Nightingales Sing which New Yorker 
readers will hauntingly remember, the little girl whose host entertained with a mistress... 
For the follower of the short story development, in its closer application. 












Doubleday 


UNCOVERED WAGON To oe 
2 Od 
Autobiographical fiction, in the story of the Old Man, who was part devil, part 
human, who dominated his family's life to unholy effect. The Old Man, who was compelled 
to pioneer in new, undeveloped country, but who always had to move on through financial 
tangles, or personal ambitions. This is the story of his early days in Texas, on the 
range; his later agricultural successes which never fortified him enough to hold his own 
against developing society. A story too, of a family, meeting insecurity, distrust, and 
new communities. A panorama of the Texas scene of yesterday and today, sometimes a 
brutel picture but always dynamic, this captures the personality of a social and economic 
rebel whose own failure as a parent is overshadowed by the drama of his character. A 


regional, as well as a family novel. 


Stilwell, Hart 
















September 8 


Himes, Chester Knopf 
LONELY CRUSADE $3.00 
ie A novel which attempts to cover almost all the problems facing the world today, 


Negroes, unions, communism, anti-semitism, sex, the values here are socially conscious 
rather than literary. The locale is California, about 1941, where union organizers are 
trying to organize defense workers, southerners, Negroes. Lee Gordon, an educated Negro 
whose basic inferiority complex because of his color has made him bitter, finally becomes 
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@ union organizer. Although not a communist, he is influenced indirectly by the party 
members, who work through his white mistress. The drive for union membership is counter- 
ed by the plant, and as the heat of the struggle between union and plant rises, 4 murder 
is committed, Lee framed as the guilty party. However Lee is instrumental in success- 
fully carrying through the union rally, has a good chance to be cleared of the murder 
charge, and his wife, who had left him, returns. Although the book is interesting, and 
the characters well done, there are far too many of them, and the numerous counterplots 
could easily assume epic proportions... The market seems limited. 


September 10 


Gibbs, A. Hamilton Little, Brown 
WAY OF LIFE $2.75 


An Anglo-American love story, framed in bitter, sometimes factual chapter head- 
ings, wherein American Corporal Bill Thatcher, feeling at home in British Little Minchen, 
loses his heart to Minchen, daughter of a World War I veteran. This is the detailed 
diary of their love, from their hurried marriage before D-Day and Bill's part in the 
invasion, to the birth of their baby, and the ond of the war. Bill, with high resolves 
to work for a better world, is embittered by the loss of his fingers which wrecks his 
dreams of a musical career, and it is Minchen, carrying his child, and hoping to keep 
alive his music, who bears the burden of his self-searching. A personalized story, 
with heavy emphasis on the backgrounds and results of both wars, on the necessary ges- 
tures’ to be made by those who have fought for the peace. An emotional hold substantia- 
ted by documented characters, this is however not advanced by its heavy propaganda. 


September 17 , 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila Harper 
THE LARDNERS AND THE LAURELWOODS $3.00 _- 


This is an old-fashioned story, where the problems have a Victorian flavor of 
conservative county England:- shock technique applied to the question of the line of 
Cleavage between social classes. I wonder just how wide an American market will be. The 
characters themselves lack the substance, the universality of, for example, the author's 
own Joanna Godden. The Lardners are substantial, self-respecting country people, who- 
for two generations- have accepted the Laurelwoods as their “gentry”, and gladly shared 
their fates,- birth and death, romance and disaster, always with an unquestioned defer- 
ence and sense of a line that separates the classes. The “new house” during the summers, 
is home for the Laurelwoods, while the Lardners serve them. Suddenly comes a break- un- 
explained. And twenty years later the Laurelwoods return- try to recapture the old mgic- 
to reaffirm old bonds- to rebuild the past. But it can’t be done that way. fo- on two 
levels of time, we follow the story of the relations between Diana, clutching at memories 
of youth and romance - only to find Dick an ageing alcoholic; Meg, failing to find her 
childhood idol in Bess, substantial farmer's wife; Martin, reluctant even to believe he 
ever thought he'd rather be a farmer than a banker. The story is oddly set in a vacuum- 
one has no sense of life outside. 


Pember, Timothy Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE NEBDLE’S BYE $3.00 


A protracted, not to say prolonged prognosis of a man’s awakening, during which 
uncertain Harold Wick, whose intellect wars with his emotions, comes of age. Motherless, 
and with a father whose art has brought him no acclaim, Harold is dependent on his grand- 
father's generosity, is conditioned to an upper bracket thinking. But with his isolation 
in a small village, with the intrusion of class and labor conscious Joe Byrnes and his 
daughter, Catherine, Harold- after more than one false start- is at last able to embrace 
the tenets of the working class, unionism, and his invalid love Catherine.... For the 


curious, rather than the common, reader. 









July 15, 1947 Fictton 
September 18 


Doubleday 


Beliveau, Kay 
STRIKE FOR THE HEART $2.50 

The story of 4 dedication, which at first young Frances thought was for the 
convent, but which she learned was for 4a larger humanity in her love for labor agitator, 
Art Stevens. Frances, eager to run with the pack, knew she differed when, conscious of 
her divergent background, her inescapabis honesty, she could not accept Peter Armstrong 
nor make compromises with his socially higher world, could not either continue in her 
innocent belief in her religion and what the Catholic Church could offer her, would not 
moreover countenance her: father’s part in black-marketing. The appeal of her brother's 
friend, Art, and his consecration to the cause of the underdog, leads her to the picket 
line in a factory strike, gives her the incentive for the vocation for which she has 
sought. From bobby-soxer to the certainty of a cause, this is an unstressed record of 
youth into a kind of maturity, which has an openeyed, rather immature appeal. 


Meserve, Nathaniel Doubleday 
KING OF THIS HILL —hO-50 - $2.75 


An often boisterous, rowdy, and amoral tale of three Veterans, Leroy, Jake and 
Riddle, thrown together by the war, seeking each other out on discharge. Leroy,committed 
to prissy Edith, almost makes his affaire with Japanese Toshi a reason for not returning 
to the U.S. Riddle, sunk in the lower depths of fear, Jake, refusing to admit his yearn- 
ing for the respectable, these three find the answers in San Francisco, answers quite out 
of order with their own desires. Leroy, forthright and sexy, is pursued by Edith, and 
gratefully turns her over to Jake who glories in her conventionality. Leroy returns to 
the islands and Riddle, who finds a woman, understanding and willing to help, turns her 
down. These are the focus of a madly muddled San Franciscan tri-partite war ending. A 
non-est for libraries, this does not miss a spark of masculine understanding, human 


values. 


Seeley, Mabel Doubleday 
WOMAN OF PROPERTY ¢e-75- - $3.00 


Story of a self-made woman, whose ruthless disregard of the people who stood 
in her way brought her success, which- at the end- turns to ashes in her mouth. Frieda 
had all the counts against her, in the last decade of the century when to be a foreigner, 
and poor, were unforgivable sins. Accident opened her eyes to the fact that she had 
assets which she was ignoring; that she could “manipulate*® the things that came her way. 
And so- ignorant, hard, with nothing of imagination or kindliness in her - for either 
family or friends- she reached for her particular star, and when that escaped her clutch- 
es, she took what she saw as next best. Her marriage was a farce: motherhood was a 
nuisance; the job she created for herself was her life- and to it she fed all else. Her 
men were tools~ often worthless ones- her arrogant conceit, her overweening ambition, 
her lust for gold combined to make her a cheat, a liar, an ingrate. And- at the end- 
when success was in her hand- she lost- and faced emptiness. Well-done- but the reader 
has no glimmer of sympathy for the central character, and- for me at least- there's need 
for some measure of understanding if there’s to be any joy in the reading. 


North, Sterling a C Doubleday 
ye 


rea750— $2.75 


With real gentimess and occasional sadness, and framed in the folkways of Indi- 
ana inlanders at the turn of the century, this tells the story of Bean Blossom Creek, and 
_of Jeremiah, a youngster, schooled to life the hard way by his scripture-sermonizing 


SO DEAR TO MY HEART 
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Granny Kinkaid. Always told- by his Granny- that his mother was a traipsin’ woman who 
led his father into a life of sin, it is his Uncle Hiram that softens the image of his 
dead parents, who intervenes for the child against his Granny's sterner mandates. And 
it is a little black lamb, Danny, who wins Jeremiah's heart, elicits his stoicism in 
the face of his Granny's disapproval. Losing his lamb in a storm, Jeremiah sickens and 
pines away until he finds him again, gets his chance to show him at the county fair.... 
The contrast of sterner principles and softer sentiments providing a story of genuine 
charm, although its distinct regionalism may limit its wider appeal. 
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Rinehart 


Fast, Julius 
$2.50 


WALK IN SHADOW 


With two mysteries to his credit, this is a turn to the criminal novel and is 
& concentrated, compelling story of a murder, its aftermath of horror and pursuit. Jimmy 
Forrest, returning from the wars, avenges- rather arbitrarily- the death of his oldest 
friend, stimulated by his love for that friend's wife, Ellen. This is the story of the 
desperate, deteriorating days which follow, as Jimmy hides out with a whore, gets drunk 
on his last dollar, confesses in a Bowery church where he is denied absolution, is taken 
in by a queer from whom he steals, finally takes a job as a dishwasher and is identified 
by the police. At the end, turning to Ellen, he is repudiated, and kills again...There’s 
a bnutality here, and a fury, which makes this comparable to the Gerald Butler books, 
assures its effectiveness. 


Rinehart 


Stevenson, D. E. OcXe bi 
$2.75 


KATE HARDY 


Another in this author's series of pleasing romances, which this time deals 
with successful novelist, Kate Hardy, who writes under the name of Kenneth Hardy, who 
finds life in a small English village offers her more variety of friends, excitements 
than London. I% also offers her a choice of romance, with her neighbor, Morven, whose 
Dower House she has bought, end with Walter Stack, returned hero, who refuses to be 
cold-shouldered by his fellow workers. There is too the problem of Morven’s daughter, 
raised in America, of the malicious gossip and anonymous notes that pursue Kate, Morven, 
and others, of the sudden terrorization of school children, all of which require Kate's 
close attention. How she straightens everything neatly and efficiently, and with some 
emotion, writes a satisfactory conclusion to her love effair, makes her story par value 
in the romantic market. 


Simon & Schuster 


Gottlieb, Hinko 
$2.75 


THE KEY TO THE GREAT GATE 


A fantesy and satire, with much humor and philosophy, of life in jail as Nazi 
captives- this propounds the Job-like lessons of faith in the good and perseverance in 
the search of humanity and happiness. This modern fable is set in a German prison cell 
occupied by three Jews, which for three days they share with Tarnopolski whose magic 
powers enable him to provide food and wine, radios and pianos, trips through space, etc. 
At the close it is Tarnopolski who convinces them that they must look into their own | 
lives and circumstances to find freedom in life. A unique treatment of Nazi bondage, 
good humored, philosophically perceptive, but scarcely for a general audience. 
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September 26 


Dutton a4 
LITTLE BOY BLUES $2.75 -— 


Willis, George 


The tougher, tighter terminology for a story with softer sentiments of a young 
man with a horn, Lou Carey, and the woman who did him very wrong. Here is the concentra- 
ted, consecrated labor of learning to play hot musio; the early days of soratching around 
in little bands for no money; the meeting with Joyce, who loved him, and put up the money 
for a band of his own; the start in St. Louis, where he met up with Cleo who framed him 
into marriage, had his child, then sued him for desertion and kept him from his son, 
clawed him for money. Reaching the end of his endurance at the treatment the boy is 
getting, he is getting, Lou kidnaps his child, brutalizes Cleo and her lawyer into sub- 
mission, and clears the way for his future and that of the child... Effective enough- 
but only temporarily so- and it’s a little difficult to designate a market. 


-September-29 Nec, A.C. 


Breslin, Howard ouimber, 17 Whittlesey House 
THE TAMARACK TREE $3.00 


° There's grand reading and a wealth of entertainment and enjoyment in this his- 
torical novel, which is Whittlesey’s big novel for the fall and will receive appropriate 
attention. Stratton, Vermont, in 1840 is chosen as the site of a huge political conven- 
tion to win the state of Vermont for General William Henry Harrison. In the space of two 
days this village becomes a city of 20,000. Daniel Webster comes to speak for the Whigs. 
There's some politics, and some grand historical background, but it’s really the story 
of the people of Stratton and how these unexpected, exciting events affect their lives. 
The plot has many threads; the farmer's wife who contemplates adultery and commits it 
under the cover of the convention; the stagecoach driver- the town’s only Democrat; the 
hired man who gets drunk and wins a fight with a circular saw he hates; the mountain 
hoodlums who steal the town’s leading Whig’s chaise and horses and turn him into a Demo- 
crat; a bound boy who decides to run away; a duel between a young farmer and a Southern 
dandy; etc. etc. This has many components of popular appeal, love, murder, politics, 
pathos, humor, excitement- and good writing. 


September 30 


Masefield, Lewis Crommelin Macmillan 
THE PASSION LEFT BEHIND $2.75 


By John Masefield’s son who died during the war, and introduced fondly by his 
father, this is a first and last novel which is rather an intensive, extensive character- 
ization of some unattractive, underserving members of a London publishing house. There 
is Mr. Upton, its head, who after achieving commercial success, wishes also to achieve 
intellectual distinction; Fielding, imported as editoriel director with that end in 
Upton’s mind; and particularly Alex Durness, of anonymous antecedence and indifferent 
education, as he hopes to gain superiority over his former friend and rival Edward, 
fails, and reduced to hate and humiliation, he resigns from Upton’s... The accuracy 
of insight here, precise as it may be, does not save it from monotony and monotonous 
it is. 
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Fast, Howard Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
CLARKTON $2.75 


A grim and unpleasant book which reads like notes on a case history report on 
& strike in a town where the local industry ts the town. The story covers four days - 
days packed with tension, uncerteinty, confusion ~- as the strikers discover that the 
owner has brought in professionals to break it. A lot else is broken in the process - 
faith and hope and charity. The time is December, 1945; the place, a Massachusetts town; 
the caste of characters is recruited from every level of town life - from the sex-ridden, 
stuffed shirt, Lowell, who is the owner, to the Negro communist, who knows why he is a 
communist and who, in chucking a welcher out of town, has enough kindliness not to kill 
him. There violence. There's rape. There's lust. There's plenty that readers will 
find distasteful. A tract perhaps - definitely controversial and not negligible. 


HAVING A CRIME WAVE 


July 30 


Shappiro, Herbert Samuel Curl-Arcadia 
THE BUCKAROO House - $2.00 


Polecats, garden variety, infesting Shorthorn, induce Tad Cole to bring Colt 
justice to play, as he protects framed, innocent Curly Welker, who is suspected of kill- 
ing two brothers for their gold. From a war against a cold deck, to a personal war 
against the cattlemen who are trying to oust the homesteaders, Tad checks and double- 
checks the pressure boys, winds up family romances. Regular routine. 


August 1 


Holmes, L. P. Samuel Curl 
FLAME OF SUNSET $2.00 


Jeff Kennett's two year trek, in California's early days, driving a herd of 
2,000 head from Texas to the coast. Meeting and rescuing Deborah Sharpe on the way, he 
is to see her again under changed circumstances when, trying to ship his cattle into San 
Francisco by boat, he tangles with Deborah's father and his partner, the crooked Carlin, 
Shooting it out on land, and later on the river, Jeff's crew and cattle get through ahead 
of Jeff, who eventually kills his opponent, wins Deborah for a new start and in a new 
country. Period props and somewhat different angles fill out the formula for western 
entertainment, make this something more if no less for that market. 


Lorac, E. C. R. Samuel Curl - Mys- 
MURDERER’S MISTAKE tery House - $2.00 


A Chief Inspector Macdonald mystery - good fare if slowtempoed, bloodless, rel- | 
atively, and talky. Dirty work in a woodpile, and the Inspector ties in suspicion of mur- 
der and blackmarket practices with nicety. English country folk and country, plausible, 
and something of a relief to have deduction rather than psychoanalysis the important thing. 
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August 20 


Morrow 


Huggins, Roy 
TOO LATE FOR TEARS $2.50 

(Repeated from 3/15/47 bulletin, P. 178, for May publication):- “The female 
of the species at her deadliest, this follows the conscienceless career of Jane Pal- 
mer, begun when a suitcase worth many thousands, is tossed in Jane and Alan's car, 
continued when Jane - to keep the money in spite of Alan, plans and executes his death, 
kills again, escapes with the money to face reprisal in Mexico. Glossy.” 


September 1 


Samuel Curl 


Colter, Eli 
POISON SPRINGS $2.00 


Stephen Holly, accused of his father's murder, turns molehills into mountains 
to prove his innocence, and oust a cattle thieving combine. The Texas of redskins, 
government beef contracts, simple but effective law, and women worth fighting for. Com- 
petent and a cut above machine made Westerns. 


September 3 


Saxon, John A, M.S. Mill 
HALF-PAST MORTEM $2.50 


Vanishing victim of a traffic accident starts Dick Lane and Sam Welpton on a 
chase along the California coast. A crap-shooting maiden aunt, a pompous uncle, & 
marine scientist, a half wit, a $40,000 jewel, and eventually plenty of bodies and clues, 
combine to entertain as well as stymie. And, at least, these visiting investigators 
have respect for the local authorities and neither compete nor belittle them in tracking 


down their quarry. A lively clip to this. 


Morrow 


Iams , Jack 
GIRL MEETS BODY $2.50 

A to-do about two-done, when veteran Tim Ludlow's English bride, Sybil, brings 
trouble in her trousseau. Housing shortages end in housing problems with a gambler's 
murder, the history of Sybil's father, and the curiosity of their New Jersey coast neigh- 
bors, & one-man reception committee, and a last minute mellerdrammer touch. Spoof and 


sparkle, equals some spontaneous combustion. 
September 4 


Raine, William MacLeod | Houghton, Mifflin 
THIS NETTLE DANGER $2.50 


An old hand, with not too many new tricks, operating in the story of Bruce 
Sherrill, as he shoots on the side of the homesteaders against the big ranchers. Shel- 
tered, and saved, by Linda Applegate, daughter of one of the feuding families, Bruce 
escapes their attempts against his life, narrows his opposition to Jeff Randall, whose 
terrorism is stopped when his own men turn against him. Holds its own - if unoriginally. 








July 15, 1947 Mysteries, Westerns -379- 





September 17 


Dessart, Gina Harper 
6 A MAN DIED HERE $2.50 


* Bridges the straight fiction and mystery field, this story of the Macklin's 
attempts to piece out the happenings in the Williams family, when as the new owners of 
the William house, their curiosity is first aroused by the house itself, later by the 
hints of gossip, hatred, evasion, in the town. Bob and Liz fit together each small fact, 
each tiny segment of character, and write finis to.a story of bondage, cruelty, dis- 
honesty, lifting the shadow from the house. Plausible, readable, sustained. 


September 18 


leonard, Charles L. Doubleday 
SEARCH FOR A SCIENTIST. $2.00 


Paul Kilgerrin on the train again - this time with a German scientist, now wan- 
ted by the Russians, and his research on the atomic bomb, his target. A lead to a night- 
club in Marseilles, the disappearance of two other Americans, the murder of one, coun- 
terfeiting, black marketeering, and Kilgerrin gets his evidence, but is unable to bring it 
back alive....One of the more durable exponents of counterespionage, Kilgerrin provides 
familiar, by now formula, action-adventure. 


September 22 


Wade, Bob & Miller, Bill Ferrar, Straus 
POP GOES THE QUEEN $2.50 
ee A reversion to the "perils of Pauline" techniques, for a treasure chase from 


California gambling rooms to the desert, which carries an innocent contest winner, and 

her husband, on a run around of suspicion, near apprehension in murders and allied entangle- 
ments. A double, to triple. to quadruplicate play, ending in a Spanish galleon and its for- 
tune, and a continued-in-our-next atmosphere enlivens a dumb-luck, dumb hero yarn, that 

does avoid the comic strip. ; 


September 24 


Cooke, David C.- Dutton 
BEST DETECTIVE STORIES OF THE YEAR - 1947 $2.50 


From various magazines, pulp to popular, a collection of the year's short stories 
in the mystery field. By no means quality, but acceptable, these are authored by names fa- | 
miliar and unfamiliar: - of the former, A. A. Milne, Ellery Queen, Stuart Palmer; Philip 
MacDonald with a tricky tale of a4 man and a wife and some arsenic; Joel Townsley Rogers 
with the story of a husband's reprisal on his wife's lover; and Margaret St. Clair's por- 
trait of an artist who liked to draw still lifes - these are clever if contrived...Although 
the short story is not the ideal medium for mystery fiction, the selection here will pass 


time passably. 
Septemhér 25 Oot 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts Rinehart 
y MARY ROBERTS RINEHART'S MYSTERY BOOK $3.00 v 
se A re-issue of three titles, familiar to old hands in mystery fiction, probably 


not too well mown to current followers. The Man In Lower Ten, The Case of Jennie Brice, 
The Circular Staircase, which served to chill their early readers, will prove an interest- 
ing test to present day standards, recent rules of the whodunit game. For a new generation, 
this will be new reading and entertainment. 
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NON - FICTION 


For special mention- rather than sure: success 


The Greenup's REVOLUTION BEFORE BREAKFAST (Univ. of North Carolina) ts an engaging 
personal introduction tv Argentina: John Espey continues his China boy experiences 
in TALES OUT OF SCHOOL (Knopf); Admiral Halsey's autobiography, ADMIRAL HALSEY'S 
STORY (Whittlesey) will have some big guns behind it; and Ellery Sedwick's anthology 
of a good magazine's best, ATLANTIC HARVEST (Little, Brown) should provide long-term 
satisfactions. The reports follow below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August 11 


Gibson, Walter B. Prentice-Hall 
PROFESSIONAL MAGIC FOR AMATEURS $3.50 


The euthor has hed a great deal of experience in the magic field and this is 
reflected in the tricks which he has clearly explained in this well-illustrated book. 
Although the tricks do not require technical skill at sleight of hand, they are pro- 
fessional in the sense that they are mysterious and interest-arousing,- an excellent 
book for an amateur magician who is interested in tricks that entertain. Most of the 
tricks explained have not previously appeared in books of general circulation. 


August 16 


Greenup, Ruth & Leonard Univ. of North Carolina 
REVOLUTION BEFORE BREAKFAST $4.00 


Four years of working for the Buenos Aires Herald gives the Greenups a chance 
to display a oclose-scaled picture of Argentina and the many aspects of life there. Con- 
fined to a low income, they learned the local way of doing things, rather than the sur- 
face, tourist approach, and their discoveries of how to buy, eat, get along with Argentine 
friends, reveal much that is dominant in the country’s personality. In the opportunities 
that their work afforded, they were able to see behind the scenes, and their reporting on 
the revolutions, politics, the changing moods of the years, 1941-1945, the personalities 
of those times, is lively and human. Their interpretation of international relations and 
the interplay of war pressures is good annotation of current news, and the whole, in its 
personal notes and professional accounting is a readable, informative book. This lively 
picture of our “neutral neighbor” by Yanqui innocents is illustrated by their photographs. 


August 28 


Van Doren, Mark William Sloane 
THE CARELESS CLOCK $3.00 


Second in this series of illustrated anthologies of Van Doren’s poetry, this 
will companion The Country Year, and prove an addition to the libraries of those who 
follow his work. This volume, about children and family, includes twenty five years 
of poems of intense personal interest, of deep human appeal, of touching lyrig quality. 
In the lengthening of the years, the progress from small child to more adult member of 
the family, is the author’s gentle perception and happy preoccupation with all phases 
of growth, of incident, of appearance. The illustrations by Waldo Peirce perhaps are 
not as appealing as those of John O'Hara Cosgrave III which so fittingly accompanied 
the early collection, but have a charm of their own. 19 of the inclusions have never 
appeared before, others come from many types of magazines. 
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Announcing for September gth 


Baitsell, George A.- Fd. Yale 
SCIENCE IN PROGRESS: Fifth Series $5.00 


The fifth volume of reports of leading scientists in various fields, seismology, 
physics, chemistry, genetics, biology, etc., discusses advances made in specific research 
projects. Your market will be that of the preceding four, which have also been selections 
of the Scientific Book Club. 


September 10 


McCarthy, Marguerite Gilbert Little, Brown 
THE COOK IS IN THE PARLOR $3.00 


A book of menus and recipes that is instructive in its information on “know-how"® 
in time saving, economy buying, cooking and preparation. From Sunday breakfasts and sup- 
pers, small apartment meals, specialties for husbands, emergency meals, to glorification 
of the hamburger, tasty tidbits for cocktail parties, bill of fare for buffet, dressy 
dinners, teas and luncheons- all steps of the way and early planning are indicated, so 
that serving (who said washing up?) will seem effortless. Perhaps on a fancier side than 
most gustatory guides, many of the recipes, suggestions and combinations seem to have 
palate appeal. (Atlantic Monthly Press) 


September 11 


Espey, John J. Knopf 
TALES OUT OF SCHOOL $2.50 
a The later life of the author of Minor Heresies which continues its distinctive- 


ly dignified, delightfully funny acoount of the years he spent at the American School in 
Kuling, China. Here are the peaks of small boy rake-hellery, the dormitory stories of 
juvenile catastrophes, the tradition and terrors of a home away from home, the escapes 
from education en masse, the vicissitudes of le Scouting, and all the specialized inci- 
dents of boarding school life. Son of a Presbyterian missionary, and conditioned to 
isolation by recurrent asthma, Espey’s non-italicized story of complications of young- 
sters’ worlds within worlds is a pleasure to read, and enjoyment to be savored. 


Goooh, G.P. Knopf 
FREDERICK THE GREAT 7 os G ne $5.00 


The unobstrusive scholarship, the measured judgment associated with Dr. Gooch 
(Courts and Cabinets) again in evidence in these studies of Frederick the Great, which 
illuminate certain aspects of the man, the writer, the ruler. There are fifteen papers 
in this volume, ranging from his political role as the “superman who set Prussia on the 
blood-stained road which led to the brief and perilous hegemony of continental Europe”, 
to his personal life, in the many relationships with his wife, his best loved sister 
Wilhelmina, his brother, his son, the idolatrous-disastrous friendship with Voltaire, 
and others. Here too is an estimate of the works of other German historians who have 
written- monumentally- of Frederick, of the contrasting criticism and praise he evoked, 
whether as “arch-destroyer or master-builder”, but always with a fascination equal to 
the repulsion he stimulated... A contemporary study which is based on new material and 
which maintains a high standard of historical, critical interpretation. 
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September 11 


Whitney, Janet Little, Brown 
ABIGAIL ADAMS $4.00 


A plausible, entertaining and informative biography of Abigeil Smith Adams, 
wife of the second President, mother of the sixth. The story of the courtship and very 
happy marriage of Abigail and John Adams forms the stable background for the rapid pro- 
cession of events leading to and through the Revolution, Adams’ ambassadorship, presi- 
denoy, and the presidency of their son. The outstanding characters of both the father 
and son in no way dwarf the intelligence, courage, charm and warmth of understanding 
of Mrs. Adams. Janet Whitney has, in this portrait, written a book with far more gen- 
erel appeal than her recent biography of John Woolman, American Quaker, using the orig- 
inal letters of Abigail and John Adams as her main source of information. If only 
Abigail Adams had more historical value in her own right, this book would be slated 
for big things. As it is, her biography (almost as much her husband's as hers, since 
their lives were really two facets of one) is a living document which should please not 
only a large audience of women, but historians as well.. (Atlantic Monthly Press) 


Sentember-t0— Ccbshir WP 4 


Halsey, Admiral William F. @ Whittlesey 
Bryan, J., III ADMIRAL HALSEY'S STORY $4.00 


The straight, unvarnished if slightly cocky story of Admiral Halsey's life, 
from birth into a seefaring heritage to the signing of the Japanese surrender aboard 
the Missouri, 1945. It is told with the aid of footnotes from the Admiral’s war diary, 
much in the tone of a Navy report. Here are 45 years of Navy life, in the best rugged, 
saltair Navy tradition, and for the most part, this is a report on Halsey’s part in 
World War II. He reviews his career at Annapolis with en emphasis on studies and foot- 
ball, the peace time cruises and preparations for WWI, his role as a destroyer commander 
in that war, a short tour of duty at the Acedemy, in the inter-bellum period dawning 
interest in aviation and duty in the Pacific. But in greatest detail are his accounts 
of his wartime commands; first phase task force commander, his appointment as commander 
of the South Pacific area to fight the Solomons campaign, and his duty from December, 
1944 to the end of the war as Commander of the Third Fleet. Here are anecdotes and 
personalities, kings, Spruance, Kincaid, Nimitz, Daniels, Roosevelt as Navy Secretary 
and President, Mrs. Roosevelt, etc. This reveals how he himself but is primarily 
uncontroversial, journalistic reportage.... This ran in the Saturday Evening Post, and 
will get a big send-off from the publisher as their leading fall non-fiction title, 
with a large first printing and advertising appropriation. It would be safer to be 
sure of your market, however. 


September 16 


Morris, Percy A. Houghton, Mifflin 
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE SHELLS $3.50 


Shell collecting as a hobby can begin in childhood and last to old age. This 
book is for those who want to go in for it seriously- not for the casual beachcomber. 
There is factual data on how to empty, clean shells, how to keep records of finds, to 
label, and a basic system of classification and identification by association. The 
successive steps are indicated- structure, orders, groups, families, genus. Shells are 
then listed under four main divisions, with enough about them for budding, as well as 
trained, conchologists to use. Third of the Field Guide Series, this will be uniform 
in format, and is compact with photographs of over 100 species. There's a glossary of 
terms, a key plate, but it is not a beginning, first book on the subject. 
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September 17 


Benchley, Robert Harper 
e BENCHLEY- OR ELSE? aa 


The inimitable jesting of a well loved humorist, and the unbeatable combination 
of his articles and Gluyas Williams’ drawings, make this a must for the army of their 
followers. Led by his old General, Confusion, Benchley combats the antagonism of the 
world around him, as pigeons, hiccoughs, lightning, roosters, porters, bison, the tele- 
phone, food, words, colds, etc., etc., keep him tilting at the State of Things as They 
Are. This will be welcomed by all. (Reprinted from his later books.) 


Corbett, Lucy & Sidney Harper 
POT SHOTS FROM A GROSSE IL# KITCHEN $2.75 


From the Detroit Sunday News feature columns, these accounts of the Corbetts’ 
life on Grosse Ile, their family, friends, dogs and cat, their house, pastimes,- 27d 
their kitchen, with its three stoves, innumerable visitors, and hunger-rousing meals. 
For all comment, incident, history, anecdote, ends in a recipe, and the emphasis is on 
the sheer fun of food and the delights of the table. Paralyzed Sid and his enthusiasms 
for the tuning up of pots and pans makes the concoction of meals a mouthwatering experi-~ 
ences Lucy’s more matter of fact interpolations serve as a balance for his fanaticism 
for food; the two combine to produce a cookbook that is as hearty as some of the menus 
and recipes. Whether it’s a picnic, or hurry-up meal, or an exercise in left-overs, 
whether it’s meat, venison, fowl, fish, whether it’s eatables or drinkables- the repasts 
sound ravishing, nourishing and (it’s probably Sid's descriptions) easy... No ABC nor 
standardized culinary handbook, this is a book for those who like even just to read 
about “vittles” and cooks who like to cook. Pleasant illustrations by Williem T. Wood- 


s ward. 


Greenberg, David B. Harper 
COUNTRYMAN'S COMPANION $3.00 


An anthology of selections in prose and poetry which deal with the “actual busi- 
ness of wresting a living from the land”, and which presents the life of the farmer- the 
husbandman- as a good life. Here are the simpler virtues and values from the practical 
to the philosophical, the pleasures and rounds of farming, certain aspects of nature 
(earthworms, erosion, the Mendelian law), mowing, lambing, etc. in miscellaneous assort- 
ment. The authorship ranges from the classical to the unfamiliar, of the former a var- 
iety of names, Hesiod, Aesop, Thoreau, Virgil, Chesterton, Belloc, Wordsworth, to David 
Grayson, Robert Frost, Homer Croy. A personal selection based on a personal affection, 
the appeal for this is a little nondescript and not as wide as the title would suggest. 


Hickey, John H. & Harper 
Beach, Priscilla KNOW YOUR DOG $3.00 


More exhaustive but still not superior to Kinney’s How To Raise A Dog (Simon & 
Schuster), this besides the usual information on choosing a puppy, training, feeding and 
care, and breeding, gives a wide coverage of the many breeds of dogs, their history and 
characteristics, material on shows and trials, international classifications, and has a 
bibliography and index. Useful and informative, but minus the gay touch which keeps the 
Kinney book a favorite. ; 


ie Moore, Robert E. Harper 
@ MAN ALIVE $3.00 


How to succeed as a salesman, the Greatest Profession in the World, with a 
touch of Horatio Alger, this illustrates two ways to sell; the hard way (which means the 
easy routine way for the average salesman), or the easy way, which is the successful 
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wey for the imaginative. A number of examples are cited to prove each of his analyses 
of sales methods, using as sources the methods of outstanding men in the sales field, 
and the methods are boiled down to two basic factors, service and showmanship... To 
those contemplating the field it will give an idea of the things they will encounter, 
and those already in the field will find useful pointers. 


f 
September 27 A + 


Sedgwick, Ellery- £d. Little, Brown 
ATLANTIC HARVEST $4.00" 
® A delectable selection of fiction, essays and articles from the Atlantic 


Yonthly over the past 75 years, edited and introduced by Ellery Sedgwick, a man whose 
love for his work will infect all who read his nostalgic, witty and informative intro- 
duction. Preceding each of the 46 selections is a lively commentary on the author, 
the work, and the circumstances of time and place which brought it into being. Best 
known among those represented are Ernest Hemingway, Mark Twain, Edith Wharton, William 
James, Havelock Ellis, Woodrow Wilson, Nora Waln, Johm Galsworthy. This provides top 
grade reading, the perfect travel, bedside, or evening-at-home companion, of special 
interest to the many who enjoyed he Happy Profession. 


September 18 


Andrews, Roy Chapman Doubleday 
AN EXPLORER COMES HOME éQaitér-- $3.00 


The explorer exploring at home, as Andrews and his wife Billie make their 
home at Pondwood, in Northwest Connecticut. This is an account of his discoveries on 
his new property, the establishing of a year round home, the many householding excite- 
ments and incidents that made the years a continual surprise. There's fishing, hunting, 
dogs and cats, moving pictures, there's scientific excavating on their own land, and 
investigation of local history, there's the joy in getting acquainted with the country, 
and the contrast to flying trips to the city. The former director of the American 
Museum of Natural History gives a happy picture of his personal life and doings. 


Manning, Olivia Doubleday 
THE RELUCTANT RESCUE |» |. $3.00 


An ironic incident of rather curious interest rather than importance, this 
tells of Stanley's mission, in the late 19th century, to rescue Emin, the Prussian born, 
British appointed governor of Equatoria. Based on considerable research of contemporary 
reports and records, this tells the story from first to last, of Emin, the slender, deli- 
cate bearded figure who though cut off from the British by a native revolt and forgotten 
for close to two years, still- when intervention came- preferred to stay. Of Stanley, 
arrogant, aggressive, whose expedition was to endure considerable suffering and despair 
before they were to contact Emin, and whose rebuff at Emin'’s hands only furthered his 
insistence that Emin should leave his people, his provinoe. Forced into acquiescence 
after many months, Emin left- with Stanley, broke with him, finally died at the hands 
of Arab slavetraders... A by no means inconsiderable piece of research and reconstruc- 
tion- one questions however how widely it will attract interest. 


Margolius, Sidney Doubleday 
HOW TO BUY MORE FOR YOUR MONEY $1.50 


The Shopping News Editor of PM writes a handbook of infinite value, mainly: to 
housewives. How to take advantage of sales, in all fields, is worked out to a science, 
with a calendar charting the type, frequency and percentage of savings. The advantages 
of chain stores (and their disadvantages), how to gauge quality in all types of pur- 
chases (this includes insurance, installment buying, and borrowing monéy). Other kinds 
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of thrift - the proper care of clothes, appliances, eto. is explicitly described. Store 
and brand names are used throughout the book and the principles of wise buying are gen- 
eral enough to be used anywhere in the country, for only about half the specific infor- | 
mation concerns New York City stores. This boon to the buying public has also a biblio- 
graphy of specialized pamphlets ($.10 each) and where to get them. In these days on 
income and merchandising readjustment, this certainly ought to have quite a market. 


| 


{ 
‘ 

































September 19 


Smith, Robert Simon & Schuster 
BASEBALL $3.50 


A book that has caught the spirit of baseball from its early days, full of 
the outstanding personalities, teams, events that have helped make baseball America's 
most popular sport. Thumbnail sketches of the great, Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb, Christy 
Mathewson, Radbourne, Waddell, Hal Chase, etc. and many others who have made millions 
of fans. From strikeouts to bonehead plays, this has a lot of famous past history 
which will be remembered as long as baseball is a favorite game to see and read about, 
although none of the material is original and much of it is familiar. 


September 22 


Berne, Eric Simon & Schuster 
THE MIND IN ACTION $3.00 


A simplified explanation of psychiatry for the layman, this illustrates each 
point with a mythical case history and will fascinate all those interested in the our- 
rent trend of finding out more about ourselves. Dr. Berne has an easygoing, open-minded 
approach, and the use of technical terms is kept to a minimum. Divided in three sec- 

* tions, Normal Development covers the basic psychiatric theories plus several more or 
less unorthodox ones; Abnormal development is concerned with neuroses, psychoses, their 
oauses and effects; Methods of treatment include psychoanalysis and the physical types 
of treatment, who needs treatment, and how to go about finding it. The appendices 
contain discussions of such pertinent questions as “What about intuition- extra-sensory 
glossary and bibliography, this gives a good general introduction to the subject. 


. ee 
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Announcing for September 235 


Reis, Claire R. Macmillan 
COMPOSERS IN AMERICA $5.00 


A revision, and enlargement of a work which appeared 9 years ago- this is a 
survey of music in America over the past 30 years listing the major works which have 
appeared along with brief biographies of more than 330 composers. Fellowships, awards, 
etc. are also listed- along with information on date of composition, length of time of 
performance, recordings, etc. making this of basic and permanent value for music lib- 
raries and students. 3 


September 24 


Thiesmeyer, Lincoln R. & Little, Brown 
Burchard, John E. COMBAT SCIENTISTS $5.00 


By two members of the Central Staff of OFS (Office of Field Service), this is 
@ history of that service which utilized the scientist in the field. As a history it 
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is probably as comprehensive a record as one could wish for; for the general reader how- 
ever the organizational detail and documentation, which far overbalances individual, in- 
formal incident, is prohibitive. How the OFS was set up, the search for personnel; the 
training they received; the difficulty for the scientist to adjust to “channels”; the 
improvement of “Service placement" or the right man for the right job. The second half 
includes the variety of activities in which the men of OFS were engaged; in the jungle, 
their fight against rot and rust, insects and fungus, psychiatric casualty; in Europe, 
in methods of air attack, the right bombs and the right fuzes; efficiency “experting” 
for the GI; work on amphibious craft and navigation; camouflage; radar and radio; 
rockets and robots; weapons; etc... A little known branch of the war given full credit 


and fuller explanation- but largely for reference. 


September 25 


Ullman, James Ramsey- /d. William Sloane 
EVEREST: Kingdom of Adventure $4.75 


A collection of the writings about the “great unfinished adventure” - the 
attempts to climb the highest mountain, which corrals the personal accounts of the many 
mountaineers - and the many failures to achieve success. The introduction by the editor 
is, as would naturally be expected, a tribute to the men (all English) and the challenge, 
and also a short, glowing account of the history and accomplishments of high mountain 
climbing. The accounts themselves give a vivid picture of the determination, skill, 
and fortitude needed for the ascent, the hopes of attaining the summit, and the persis- 
tent belief in the near-impossibility of achieving that aim. There are too the details 
of organization, planning and strategy needed for the work of the seven expeditions; 
the techniques and spirit of mountaineering; and the experiences of those who came 


back (and those who did not) reveal thé lure and importance of Mt. Everest in the minds 
of those who dream of proving the climb can be made. A gallent tribute to gallant men, 
this concentrates information of which little has reached the general public. Illus- 
trated, appendices and a bibliography. 


September 26 


Weinstock, Matt A. A. Wyn 
MY L.A. $3.00 


No prosaic mosaic, this arm-around-the-shoulder running commentary on the 
author's favorite city, to which he has been exposed since 1911. It's a collection of 
crack-pottery, and a kaleidoscope of history, weather, traffic, cultists, officialdom, 
crime, quakes, population, cemeteries, newspaper, communities, drinking. It's a rapid 
fire survey of a city that is an “occupational disease” and it avoids the obvious and 
stresses the lighter, lesser known facets of the place. All subjects are pointed up 
with local quips, topical jokes that are often very funny, though almost too numerous. 
No sobersided profile, nor practical guidebook, this is more a highlighted, light- 
fingered cartoon of the city’s more exceptional characteristics, by the long term 
columist of the Los Angeles Daily News. Foreword by Fred Beck; Emax Illustrations. 


September 29 


Herzberg, Joseph G. Henry Holt 
LATE CITY EDITION $3.50 


An inclusive, intelligent appraisal of the physical organization and inner 
workings of 4 newspaper, specifically the New York Herald Tribune, in which separate 
chapters on each department are written by the respective head or representatives of this 
paper. Managing Editor, Editorial Page, police, general assignment, city hall, politics, 
distant bureaus, science, sports, criticism, fashion, etc., etc. An excellent journalism 


textbook, and a first hand account for the layman by top newspaper personalities. 
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Glick, Carl & Hong Sheng-Hwa Whittlesey House 
SWORDS OF SILENCE $2.75 


The colorful and turbulent history of the revolutionary secret societies of 
China ably told. Real forces behind the 1911 Revolution which made China a republic, 
powerful in the rise of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, part of Chiang Kai-shek's regime, the Secret 
Societies reveal only a hint of their views for the future and their opposition to the 
present Nationalist Government and Communist fight. This has considerable background 
material on the philosophic origins of the societies, and their numerous - and largely 
unsuccessful minor revolts, and the material gives a glimpse of Chinese ideology. If 
for a somewhat limited audience, this is however extremely readable. 


September 30 


Goldman, Raymond Leslie Macmillan 
EVEN THE NIGHT $2.50 


Comparable to the Betsey Barton book, And Now To Live Again (Appleton-Century, 
1944) for its inspirational message rather than the more astringent therapy of Out On 4 
Limb by Louise Baker (Whittlesey, 1946), this is the autobiography of a lifetime of 
suffering, physical and psychological, and the struggle it imposed. Stricken with in- 
fantile paralysis as a very young child in St. Louis, Raymond recovered but did not re- 
gain the use of his legs. Here was the agony of treatments, and braces, the first year 
at school where the hope of happiness quickly gave way to the reality of ridicule; a 
new shame - of deafness - later in his school years; college, and a career in the short 
story field (Collier's, S.£.P.) - and finally happiness in his marriage to Helen. Helen 
who was to die of canoer a year after the birth of their first child. The bad months 
which followed, of despondenocy, inactivity, and later severe diabetes which some time 
later were to be overcome and helped by remarriage. There’s no self-pity here, in what 
is an account of extraordinary human suffering, written in the hope that it will help 
others. 


Mott, Frank L. Macmillan 
GOLDEN MULTITUDES /o/ 2) $5.00 


A useful survey of the anomaly of the Best Seller throughout the history of 
publishing, but not a rounded survey of literature. As one reads, it seems to highspot 
much that has stuck in our memories, but in retrospect the omissions of today are so 
glaring that it is safe to assume that the omissions of yesterday are even greater. 
View it as a study of trends in bestsellers, not in writing- religious factors, behav~ 
iour literature, tracts, bovuks about people, self-improvement, etc. from the Colonial 
period through the late war. There’s provocative information in these pages, little 
anecdote, biographicel material, critical appraisal. The overall serves as a spring- 
board for understanding 200 years of American publishing. Useful for reference, with 


appendices. 


Walsh, Helen | Macmillan 
STARTING RIGHT WITH MILK GOATS ‘6 |{ $2.75 


A leading breeder of modern dairy goats gives commonsense, practical advice for 
anyone considering them as a commercial or domestic project. The advantages of goat milk, 
breeds and choosing which to buy, quarters and their care, feeding and grooming, milking, 
are the early chapters, later ones discuss breeding, the care and feeding of kids, de- 
horning, the handling of the milk, making butter and cheese, goats as food. Everything 
the beginner should know in competent, concise but detailed form. Over 100 illustrations. 
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“luke 
September #2 


Putnam, George Palmer Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
MARINER OF THE NORTH $3.50 


Older boys and men with a love of the sea and exploration should eat this 
up. Putnam tells the story of the life of Captain Bob Bartlett, North Pole explorer, 
great admirer of Peary, and a colorful old sea character. There's a little about his 
Newfoundland background, but most of the book is concerned with his trips to the North, 
with Peary and alone. Putnam uses numerous excerpts from Bartlett's own Logs with 
nice effect. And the whole is anecdotal and rugged by the very nature of its adventures. 
One would suspect that the laudatory picture of Bartlett may be a little larger and 
finer than life, due to Putnam's great personal admiration, but the data seems documented 


and it makes good reading for adventure lovers. 


Pelligrini & Cudahy 


Linduska, Noreen 
MY POLIO PAST $2.25 

A distinctly personal, lightly (but not flippantly) toned account of one girl's 
long siege against infantile paralysis at the Michael Reese hospital in Chicago, this 
concentrates on human interest rather than inspirational importance. Noreen, who was 
about to get married to her “Pelleas” (who was later to be killed in action) came down 
with the bulbar type of polio (which affects the head, neck and lungs), was later to be 
infected by the virus which also affects the limbs. From the early days of intense 
pain, to the later, long months of recuperation and treatment, this recaptures the day 
by day life within hospital walls which is so often absorbing to the patient - the treat- 
ments (Kenny- hot packs - exercises - etc.), the social life which widened as she pro- 
gressed, her own absence of interest in occupational therapy but recovery of religious 
faith, the visits from the outside world, and finally home. An authentic, informal, non- 


literary record of an experience. 


Van Hoosen, Bertha Pelligrini & Cudahy 
PETTICOAT SURGEON $3.50 


This autobiography of one of the pioneer women in medicine, an obstetrician, 
is apparently in answer to the question, “How did you manage to achieve this position 
in face of the many obstacles to such a career?", but it meanders so aimlessly through 
pointless anecdotes that its general appeal is lost. Chronological, if confusing, 
her life story is laid in Michigan farmland, schooling at the University of Michigan, 
training in various hospitals, private practice in Chicago and association with several 
Chicago medical schools. She founded the American Women's Medical Association, she 
fought for sex education, she traveled through Europe and Asia - and returned to the farm. 
A smug, pollyanna-like personality, modern only in the field of medicine, Dr. Van Hoosen 
has done much to be admired, but the preening self-satisfaction is unfortunately unbe- 
coming. A market limited certainly to some Chicagoans, and those avid for absolutely 


anything on the history of women in medicine. 


Thomas, Benjamin P. Rutgers University Press 
PORTRAIT FOR POSTERITY $3.00 


A chronological, critical study of the writings about Lincoln. Herndon who 
hated the exaggeration and believed his the truest image; Lamon and Black and the con- 
troversy their objectionable interpretation provoked; the romance of Nicolay and 
Hay; the realism of Weik; Tarbell, Barton, Beveridge, Sandburg...Primarily for the 
specialists in Lincolniana, this is nevertheless interestingly written and a capable 


commentary on the writing of biography. 
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Published 


Auden, W. H. Random House 
THE AGE OF ANXIETY $2.50 


This latest, serious work of W. H. Auden, undoubtedly one of the few first 
line poets of our day, is described as a baroque eclogue, a “pastoral convention set 
in contrast to an artificial style of diction”. Actually it is a meditative dialogue 
occurring between four very modern characters in a bar. If it is the poet's function 
to describe with the accuracy of a precision instrument and the brilliance of a diamond, 
the exact mood of the moment, then this work is a great success. If this is what the 
poet set out to do, we can say he has fulfilled his purpose completely, with his usual 
technical skill, not to say pyrotechnics. His versification is practically perfect, 
his satire is withering, his sense of the aridity, desperation and vacuity of the moment, 
is overwhelming. Even the fact that the four “characters” can scarcely be distinguish- 
ed one from the other, help the effect of futile forlorness.....I doubt that Auden had 
more than this in mind. And so no criticism is called for.....But if a poet's role is 
still that of a "maker" this poem is a failure, - even more: this poet is a failure, 
for he fails to glimpse "the seed beneath the snow”., which the whole world is yearn- 
ing for. And if we cannot look to our poets for this reviving glimpse, to whom can we 
look? I do not neglect the last few stanzas which pay a sort of faint, desperate lip 
service to faith which are quite overwhelmed by the total effect of the rest of the 
poem.....This is very good Auden, and all Auden lovers will admit it and want to read 
it. Nevertheless, it is utterly dull, dreary and dispiriting. 


September 16 


Leuba, Walter Macmillan 
POEMS OUT OF A HAT $2.75 


This is well titled. It contains an omium gatherum of casual and occasional 
verse, thrown off by a writer, who scarcely seems to make any pretense at being a real 
poet. They are so mediocre and of so little importance or interest that one cannot sup- 
pose they will have any market except among the writer's personal friends. The most 
that can be said of them is that they are offered without effrontery, which is to a 
certain extent disarming. 


September 7? 


Humphries, Rolfe Scribner 
FORBID THY RAVENS $2.50 


Here is a civilized and charming poet, and, if not @ great one, his light and 
polished, witty and wise poems, are an oasis in the sultry sahara of modern poetry. 
In this are collected a number of poems which have already appeared in the New Yorker 
and other magazines. If poetry has any market at all, this little volume ought to have 
a wide, popular appeal - not so much among professional poets, although Humphries’ is 
a skillful technician, but among civilized people, who find pleasure in mild wit, plea- 
sant melody and depth of feeling that is refreshing but not exhausting. Though no 
pollyanna, Humphries still finds life has some agreeable aspects. He should sell. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward-McCann 









Crawford, N. A.=- kd. - CATS - from 8/18 to 7/21 (J) 311 - 251 
Hervey, J. - THE AMERICAN TROTTER - from 7/14 to 8/18 185 
Kimball, M. - JEFFERSON - from 7/14 to 7/21 251 
Doubleday 
Auden, W. H. - #d. - SLICK BUT NOT STREAMLINED - from $2.50 to $3.00 325 
Johnson, R.W. - OR FORFEIT FREEDOM - add linecuts by Bernice Jamieson 355 
Norris, K. - SECRETS OF HILLYARD HOUSE - from $2.00 to $2.50 243 
Sparkes, B. - HOME FREEZING AND STORAGE OF FOOD - from $2.50 to $2.75 355 
Weekley, W. G. - THE LEDGER OF LYING DOG - from $2.75 to $3.00 317 
Winston, M. - (J) - correct title to BETSY AND THE PROUD HOUSE: 
from 8/7 to 8/21 310 
Dutton 
Spillane, M. - I, THE JURY - from $2.00 to $2.50 295 
Farrar, Straus 
Bernstein, D. - THE PHILIPPINE STORY - definite dete 9/15 359 
Burgan, J.D. - TWO PER CENT FRAR - definite date 9/23 263 
Dubois, W. - ISLAND ON THE SQUARE - from 9/?? to 10/1 347 
Johnson, V. - HEAVEN'S TABLELAND - definite date 9/19: from $3.50 to $3.00 560 
McMullen, R. - AWAKE TO DARKNESS - definite 7/23 289 
Rovere, R. H. - HOWE AND HUMMEL - price $2.75 325 
Harper 
Broaded, C.H. - correct title to ESSENTIALS OF MANAGEMENT FOR SUPERVISORS 299 
Brown, M.W. - (J) - GOODNIGHT MOON - from $2.00 to $1.75 334 
Effinger, R. C. - A BC OF INVESTING - from $2.00 to $1.50 270 
Holt 
Frey, A. - THE STOUT HEARTED CAT - this is NOT for juvenile sales 336 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Marshall, B. - VESPERS IN VIENNA - definite date 8/13 293 
Runbeck, M. L. - HOPE OF EARTH - from 8/5 to 9/16 287 
Little, Brown 
Sherman, R. - THE BRIGHT PROMISE - from 8/15 to 8/25 315 
Macmillan 
Blanchard, P. - DEMOCRACY AND EMPIRE IN THE CARIBBEAN - from 8/12 to 8/26 301 
Day, R. - SUMMER LANDMARK - from 7/15 to 8/26 262 
Delacour, J. - BIRDS OF MALAYSIA - postponed to 7/29 211 
Klein, L. R.- THE KEYNESIAN REVOLUTION - from 9/8 to 8/15 212 
Merrick, E. - PASSING BY - from 8/12 to 9/9 292 
Robinson, BH, & C. - THE “HAVE-MORE” PLAN - from 7/15 to 9/9 268 
Sbarbaro, J.A. - MARRIAGE IS ON TRIAL - from 9/2 to 9/16 357 
Seagle, W. - MEN OF LAW - from 7/15 to 9/16 (J) 286 - 269 
Random House 
Axelrad, J. - please correct title to PATRICK HENRY: Voice of Freedom 357 
320 


Jaynes, C. - THIS EAGER HEART - from 8/22 to 9/15 
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in collaboration with Nina Schneider 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Cridland, Margery McKay 
THE BAKER $.75 


In the “Men-at-work" Series, the story and pictures show the steps from the 
farmer to the truck-driver who brings the baked loaf of bread. More interesting de- 
tails than most factual books for this age, particularly in the sections dealing with 
the actual making of the bread. From the land, to the granary, and the mills, grain 
elevators, and the baking processes, this shows how they resemble, and how they differ 
in the methods of making bread from those used by grandmother on the farm. Bright, 
postery colors for the illustrations by Clayton Knight. (Sept.) 


Knight, Clayton McKay 
THE AVIATOR , $.75 


Another in the above series, which for its modest price is good value in 
material and color. Here Bunky and his mother go on a trip by plane from New York to 
Florida. In the bright illustrations the very obliging pilot shows Bunky how a plane 
works and all the wonderful instruments that equip modern planes. Many of the things 
that children want to know, but largely simple statements of the kind usually found in 
this type of book. The writing is pleasant, the pictures splashy. (Sept.) 


Reed, Mary- Editor in Chief Simon & Schuster 
THE LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS (each) $.25 
° Six new titles, which are included in this section, because of the wide appeal 


of the size and pictures. The quality of this series is maintained in both the text, 
and the illustrations, and, of the six, Jhe Happy Family, by Nicole, illustrated by 
Gertrude Elliott, seems to us to have the most lasting value in its account of a normal 
family's life together. There is also Jumbo, from the Walt Disney production, another 
elephant story, fhe Saggy Baggy Elephant by K. & B. Jackson, illustrated by Tenggren, 

@® squirrel’s tale, Chip Chip by Norman Wright, with pictures by Nino Carbe, and two 
small anthologies, The Little Golden Book of Hymns, edited by Elsa Jane Werner, and 
illustrated by Corinne Malvern and he Little Golden Book of Poetry for which Corinne 
Malvern is again the artist. This is a series which by now needs little recommenda- 
tion either to seller or buyer, with its record of good values on all scores. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Child Study Association of America-jfq,. Crowell 
READ-TO-ME STORYBOOK $2.00 


A collection of stories selected from modern literature for. children, to be 
read aloud to them by parents. The emphasis is on the younger child, and the material 
is chosen especially for their interests and vocabulary. There are familiar tales 
which have appeared as whole picture books, and there are some stories specifically 
written for this volume. Verses are chosen for particular interest appeal. And there 
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is balance between classic and modern writers - R. L. Stevenson, ervaret Wise Rroetity. 
Lucy Sprague Mitchell, Marjorie Flack, Winifred Milius,, Kate Greenaway, Alfred Tennyson, 
and many others. The 146 large pages are illustrated in simple line with 120 of Lois | 


Lenski's drawings. (Sept.) 


Brown, Margaret Wise Harper 
THE FIRST STORY : $1.75 


In the tradition of the poetic, wondrous fantasies of Oscar Wilde fairy tales, ~ 
here is a dreamy, rather tiresome story of the “world before anyone knew anyone else”. ~~ 
A little girl wanders about learning that she is not a squirrel, or a cat, ora fish, | 
or a horse, but a little girl. And she meets a little boy who has had trouble convinc- 
ing the fox that he is not a fox, and the goat, and the wolf, and the hog, too, that he a 
is a little boy. So they met, and grew up and “their children knew each other.... down =~ 
+6 this day”. Miss Brown's Lovely poetic prose is here and the pictures of Marc Simont — 
in blacks and a light mustard yellow capture the timeless quality (though perhaps the ~~ 
pale coloring may make this merchandise that will have to be pushed,- for any but the 
art conscious). The story may cause some confusion too in the small mind that has 
learned of the origin of the world through Bible stories. (9/17) 


Turner, Mina Houghton, Mifflin 
U. S. MEANS US $1.50 : 


. Over-simple statements on the workings of the United States’ government for a 
children. The spritely illustrations in lively colors by Lloyd Coe will help put this | 
book across the counter, but I doubt that any child will be glad it got across. The 
jacket says the book was designed and written for the first, second and third grade 
children and tested on these pages. (It doesn’t say what the results of the testing 
were). But testing it on a second grade teacher resulted in her opinion that not a 
single child in her public school class could get anything out of the material, whose 
spuriously simple words are without meaningful content. 32 pp., cloth binding, good 


paper. (8/28) 


McCleery, William . Knopf 
WOLF STORY $2.00 


lhe The whole family will rock with laughter at this thoroughly amiable and de- 
lightfully funny book. If you've ever tried to tell a child a story, you will sympa- 
thize with and like the conscientious, tender young father who puts his five year old 
boy to bed each night with a story dictated by his son and his son's friend. Sundays 

on the beach, trips in the car - there springs eternal that request felt so deeply by 
parents - “Tell me a story". And William McCleery’s variations on ean old theme, the 

hen who escaped the clutches of the wily wolf (but a hen named Rainbow and a wolf ~ 
named Waldo) make this a story worth telling. (In fact it ought to be a membership 
ticket to the Society of Story-telling Parents.) The youngest children will love it — 
for itself, the older ones will be superior because they are not “really” taken in by | 
some of the slyness, and because of the genuine affection and sweetness which emanates — 
from the bock. This has appeared in briefer form in The Ladies Home Journal, but in 
book form the type is excellent, and the illustrations by Warren Chappell are just 
right. A bargain et the price. (8/21) 


Furth, Dori 
BACK IN TIME FOR SUPPER 


® Out and out fancy with a magic-carpet style. Grandpa was the only one who ~ 
could satisfactorily answer the questions Francis asked. And Granma’s cooking met the 
approval of sister Peggy. So they set out one morning, cross-country from New York, 
remembering mother’s warning to get “back in time for supper“. They did too, and bem: 
they accomplished the feat makes delightfully silly reading, with sees eally — 
goofy drawings in poster colors by Lisl Weil. Atap¥ a ee 
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Kissin, Rita ; McKay 
DESERT ANIMAIS $2.50 


The little mown desert animals, captured by Helene Carter's expert hand, in 
detailed, authentic full-color pictures, wander naturally through their own curious 
habitat. In the world of strange flowering cacti, tawny sands blending into strange 
colored rocks, are the gila monster, chuckawalla, lizards, pack-rat, turtle, etc. and 
Se \ much to learn of little known animals in the simple verses that describe them. 

Sept. 


Mason, Miriam E. McKay 
A LION FOR PATSY $1.50 


* There were "No Animals Permitted” in little Patsy's apartment building. 

But no one could stop this imaginative child from keeping a LION. And it is the kind 

of lion, golden, furry and striped that many children have found for themselves in the 
country. Quite incidentally, tco, children will learn the life-cycle of a moth. A 
happy little story with understanding parents and a lively big brother. Pictures in 
full lush color by Vera Neville are attractive and fresh. Excellent merchandise. (Sept. 3 


Sterling, Helen | McKay 
THE BIGGEST FAMILY IN THE TOWN $2.50 


pet The familiar activities of a big, happy family are satisfying to the children 
of small families and gratifying to those of larger ones. Verses, like those in The 
Horse That Carries The Milk Around by the same author, describe the twenty Browns in 
this family. They all have bright red hair, which makes it easy to find them in the 
classrooms, in the playground, at the pool, on the street, etc. Vance lock's pictures 
in full color have lots of detail. All books are so high in price now, that the large 
format may overcome the cost of this. (Sept.) 
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Young, Barbara McKay 
CHRISTOPHER, 0! $2.50. 


- ES Fane 
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* This exceptionally apt collection of poems for children is a companion volume 
to the author's earlier The Puppet Man And Other Stortes. Simple language, attractive 
subjects, (Blowing Winds, Fish, Clocks, Early Morning, Hunger and Thirst, Buns, and 
other tested topics) have a sure interest for children. Mary Barton's pictures in full 
color fluorescent and black and white wash are gay and have appealing child qualities. 
An introduction by Phyllis Fenner reports exceptional success in tryouts. (Sept.) 


Rietveld, Jane Viking 

NICKY'S BUGLE $2.00 | 
| "More than a hundred years ago in the small settlement of Fort Winnebago... ib 
lived a boy by the name of Nicky Twigs.".....0o-++c+-And what Nicky wanted more than 4 
anything else was to own a shiny bugle and blow reveille for the little military fort. B 
Though it has always been considered a worthy ambition to want to be some sort of saber= @ 
rattler, there may be some question as to that sort of ambition, and it does perhaps “a 
geem excessive to extol such desires. In this story Nicky proves he is brave, undaunted, fe, 
ingenious and qualified for the position he wants. He can whistle, he can trade: sharply, 
and he does get the bugle. Moreover he blows it just in time for a fortuitous war. Il- a 


lustrated by the author. (Sept.) S= moi. &. 
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August 1, 1947 
8 - 11 Story Books 
Allen, Albert Cooper _ Caxton 

MEEKO $3.00 

A simple chase, hot-breath-chase-get-away, plot with unusual background. A 

young white boy is captive, held by one-eyed Pete, from the time he is four, until he 
is past seven. When Pete plans to kill him, Meeko makes his get-away. Through wood- 
land trails, Meeko travels, protected by a good bear, Naka, and the many woods creat- 
ures who hate villainous Pete. The forest life is engaging and the bear and boy have | 
adventure after adventure as they elude their evil pursuer. Ultimately the bear aven- | 
ges Meeko's wrongs and eliminates Pete. But he loses his beloved Meeko when a white - 
man eventually carries him back to civilization. Interesting pictures by Helen Hughes | 
Wilson. (This is safer for the 10-11 year olds.) (9/21) a 


Lang, Andrew Longmans , Green — 
CRIMSON FAIRY BOOK and VIOLET FAIRY BOOK $2.50 (each) | 


This follows the revision made a number of years ago in the other titles 3 
in this series. The Blue, Red, Green and Yellow Fairy Books were revised and given new, — 
and clearer type. Now these two have been added. These books which have collected = 
the folk lore of every nation may have a new vitality today. The Crimson represents — 4 
Finnish, Hungarian, Russian, Serbian, Rumanian, Japanese, Sicilian, Italian and Tunisian © 
folktales, is illustrated with 8 color plates by Ben Kutcher and has a foreward by Mary = 
Gould Davis. The Violet emphasizes the tales from Slavic countries, and is illustrated | 
with 8 color plates by Dorothy Lake Gregory. Librarians and children will be happy to | 
gee these old favorites, back on the shelves, in their new dress and pictures. (9/17) ™ 


Longmans , Green 
DEEP WOOD $2.50 , @ 


Trevor, Elleston 


Old Stripe, a badger, is the leader of a group of deep woodland creatures, | 
and his ample mansion serves as a meeting and feasting place. His workroom is frequen- | 
ted by Otter, the potter, who molds the jars to hold the 'baccy for others, as Old E 
Stripe fashions briar pipes. The woodland feeling and the charming animals make @ won= = 
derful beginning for this book, but, besides the pipes and feasts, there is nothing = 
very much that happens. Although it seems overlong and slow, it is a pleasant book for | 
younger children in this age level, and Stephen Voorhies' illustrations in black and 


white are friendly and fun. (9/24). 


Sackett, Rose McLaughlin Macmillan 
PENNY LAVENDER $2.50. 


St. Paul in its frontier days is the new home of Penny Lavender of pampered ~~ 
Southern wealth. From Creole cooking and the easy living in her New Orleans city, | 
Penny, newly orphaned, goes to make her home with her orly relation, an uncle who live 
on an Army post in the vicinity of St. Paul. The family life of the new settlers, the ~ 
Bescoms, introduces Penny to a different kind of happiness. Frontier country, the ~~ 
Mississippi River, the early social life of St. Paul, the mixtures of people and cul=- ~ 
tures - this is interesting material and will make worthwhile supplementary reading. — 
The story is too loosely held together for sustained interest, and the problems of Penny 
lost and found wealth, of growing up, of the romances of those about her, do not grip the: 
reader. The age level for the book really bridges this group and the next. (9/2). 
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Weissenstein, Helen McKay 
WE FOUR TOGETHER : $2.00 


* The Vienna of lovely pastries and charming buildings and old gardens is de- 
lightfully recaptured in this story of little quadruplets who have an infinite capacity 
for getting in and out of mischief. Maxel and Poldi, Ferdel and Lisel, three boys and 
@ girl, are fourfold fun and warmth and reward to their family. No attempt has been 
made to revamp the book for its American audience, Like Amil and the jetectives, 

the foreign air is a large part of the charm. There is a birthday cake too, not four 
cakes, mind you, awonderful one with forty candles. The plot is jolly, so sustained 
that there is not a dull page. Children will love it and Egon Weiniger's illustrations, 
which are irresistible. (Sept.) 


Hoffman, Eleanor Nelson 
PRINCESS OF THE CHANNEL ISLES $2.25 


The Isle of Jersey, famous for its cattle, is the scene of this story laid at 
the turn of the century. Joan and Jerry Bannister are visitors from England and they 
meet Anne and Martin St. Lawes, whose father owns one of the finest herds on the island 
of prize herds. The four children have many little adventures, but their greatest inter- 
est is the cow, Princess. But Princess is bought and travels to America, where Fanny 
and Fred Barton of Stockbridge, Mass., learn to love their new pet, and to hope she will 
establish a record at the County Fair - which, after due suspense, she does. An unusual 
pet story, and lots of information about cows. 8 illustrations by Hans Kreis. (9/17) 


Garrett, Helen Viking 
RUFOUS REDTAIL $2.50 


The life history of a Red-Tailed Hawk, who, with his mother, hunts for mice, 
rabbits, skunks and other small game in a wonderful, mountainous green country area of 
the northeast. In due season they migrate with others to the south and the little hawk 
grows into the great hunting tradition. There is a questionable appeal in the episodes 
of death from the skies for the forest animals, and in the amount of swift, plunging 
talons; there is too the ever-present query as to the advisability of an approach to 
animal life that makes a strong, sympathetic identity between animals and children: 
these are issues that are very personal to the buyer and reader of @ book of this type. 
Francis Lee Jaques’ illustrations will however give it a distinguished appearance. 


(Sept.) jg-- DLS, 


FICTION - 12 - 15 


Fenton, Edward Doubleday 
US AND THE DUCHESS : $2.00 


Although this is a family story, it is really the story of Joel and his silver 
setter, Duchess, who became important to the whole family, even if she was gunshy and 
worthless as a hunter. Ellen, who successfully studies dancing, young Mugsy, a tag- 
along little brother, a slightly acid Pappa and an understending mother - all make an 
unusually nice family. Duchess isn’t a dog in the great tradition, but the author makes 
something of love and loyalties that are good too. The plot rolls gently along with the 
mystery of Duchess’ past, Ellen's first night in a show, Joel’s carving. The author, 
an adult fiction writer, is familiar to short story readers. Illustrations by Reisie 
Lonette are on 5 full pages of black and white, and many spots. (9/4) 
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Bechdolt, Jack 


TRUSTY $2.50 p--4 


A horse story with some career interest as horse and boy are trained to be- 

‘come members of the Mounted Police Corps. Trusty, a superior horse, lives on a Con- 
necticut farm with Dick and Delia, a brother and sister, is embarked on adventure, and 
misadventure, when the farm is sold. The children go to live in New York, Dick to read 
law which he hates, and Delia to study art, which she loves. Mike Paterson, of the 
New York Mounted Police, is the fate which leads Dick back to his interest in horses. 

He studies to become @ policeman, and, with Mike's help, soon joins the Mounties, and : 
meets - guess what horse! A bit of romance between Delia and Mike, and a dramatic (Aa 
fire and flame finish steps up a happy ending. Illustrated by Decie Merwin. (9/17). 


\ 


Felsen, Henry Gregor - Dutton 
BERTIE COMES THROUGH $2.50 


* Dedicated to "ALL the boys who tried their best but couldn't make the team” — 
this is a sensitive, sympathetic and funny book which will appeal to every adolescent. 
Bertie Poddle, fat boy of good will and awkwardness, fails on every team. He loves 
sports, is genuinely loyal to the school and is determined and gritty even though he 

can never hope to be a real athletic success. Even with slapstick humor, there is the 
feeling of the underlying brief poignance of the teen ager who sees himself contrasted 
with his more successful fellows. And Bertie is an endearing boy, bumbling along, eat- 
ing huge sundaes, having crushes, and eventually winning a coveted letter - even if it 
isn't quite the one he wants. This should have a long, sure appeal for boys especially, 
and many girls, of first and second year high school. Illustrated by Joan Toan. (9/17) 


Neilson, Frances Fullerton Dutton 
& Neilson, Winthrop DUSTY FOR SPEED! $2.50. 


* A golden whippet, Dusty, is the unusual dog heroine of this boy-dog-adventure | 
tale. Jan, an orphan, goes to live with his young married sister, Nat, and her husband, ~ 
Andy. Jan's welcome is tempered because Andy's gas station is on the rocks, and cool- 4 
ness is added because Dusty is an additional mouth to feed. But Dusty wins her way in 
winning a race, intercepting burglars, in her intelligence and obedience. But she can- 
not save the business, and when she is stolen, ruin is very near. When she wins a big- 4 
purse race, Jan and the police find her and all troubles are over. Well told, sustained © 
by fresh incident, and,with excellent pictures by Hans Kreis in six full pages and 16 F 
line spots. (9/17), 


Owen, Frank- £d. Lantern Press — 
TEEN-AGE OUTDOOR STORIES $2.50 - 


Companion to other volumes that Owen has edited, and with a sports appeal to 
all boys, these fishing, hunting, boating, railroading, and animal stories will have a 
wide audience. They stress the values of sportsmanship, character, the American sport- ~~ 
ing tradition. Competent, exciting adventures by many well kmown to boy readers, Havig- | 
hurst, Gulick, Chute, and many others. 242 pages of good clean fun. (8/20) a 


Kelly, Eric P. Lippincott 
THE HAND IN THE PICTURE $2.50 


A Junior Literary Guild book for August, this is a fanciful potpourri of 
Polish myths and tradition, set in a dream frame. A Polish refugee, returning to his — 
country after the war, contracts malaria, and ends up in a mysterious mansion in which =| 
@ Polish princess, aged and aristocratic, holds court. In the many discussions, there © 
is much political innuendo which readers of this age will not follow: the boy follows a 
the history of his suffering country in a malarial trance and in some of the pictures  ~ 
of life very long ago, there is an exciting sense of a st @ country. But the inci- — 
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August 1, 1947 Fiction - 12 - 15 -397- 


dents are uneven, and the whole book perpetuates a race myth, while pretty, is no 
prettier Polish than it was German. From an adult point of view, there is much that 

is irritating here - the confusion of politics, the lack of an inspired touch, the em- 
phasis on battle, etc., etc. There is no doubt that Kelly's absorption in his material 
has moments of effectiveness, but the whole does seem sentimental and overwritten. The 
illustrations by Irena Lorentowicz are mannered and attractive. (8/27) 


Du Soe, Robert C. Longmans, Green 
THREE WITHOUT FEAR $2.25 


* An old theme, energetically recreated. Boy meets the elements, wrests a 
livelihood from harsh surroundings, and has an exciting time doing it. Young David is 
precipitously dumped into the sea in a boat explosion, he misses the life raft and 
makes shore somewhere in southern California. He meets only a boy, Pedro, and his sis- 
ter, Maria. The three make the trek to a northerly point, where their isolation, their 
relationships, their growth are more than convincing. Their adventures, and their com- 
panions, Pico, a roadrunner bird and Chico, half coyote-half dog, add to the holding 
atmosphere, and the dramatic detail, the simple but strong characterizations are well 
thought out. There is a great air of conviction and importance in the struggle to sur- 
vive. Ralph Ray, Jr.'s black and whites are excellent. (9/24) 


Kelsey, Alice Geer Longmans, Green 
RACING THE RED SAIL $2.00 


* The aftermath of war in Greece, in a group of stories based on fact, stressing 
the initiative, independence and resourcefulness of Greek children, despite their general 
poor health, stunted growth, and poverty. These are children who have had to assume res- 
ponsibilities thrust on them by conditions of warfare, children whose forced growth makes 
. them seem much older than their well-fed American counterparts. Boy Scouts of Athens 

and Salonica; a shepherd of Mount Parnassus; a girl in Crete or Philippi; - theirs are 
stories set in strange places, stories of unfamiliar customs, achievements and satisfac- 
tions that will strike responsive chords in children of any country. The royalties will 
go to Near East Foundations for their work with children of Greece. The illustrations 
are by Dorothy Bayley Morse and Robert Bayley. (9/3) 


Ford, Edward | Macrae -Smi th 
BOB LANE - NEWS CAMERAMAN $2.00 


A so-so career book about a camera fan who works his way up from camera car~ 
rier to topnotch photographer for the slicks. There are no surprises in this - just one 
shutter click after another as our hero gets impossible, dangerous assignments and comes 
through with dripping negatives. The technical details about lenses, films, exposures, 
etc., might have been put across without making Bob Lane appear so silly, and, more 
importantly, the characterization is too thin and the story line too weak and episodic 
to interest the teen-ager who doesn't happen to be camera-conscious. (9/15) 


Wellman, Manly Wade Nelson 
THE SLEUTH PATROL $2.00 


* Junior Literary Guild for December. A Boy Scout troop story which will en- 
tertain all boys interested in detective work. The new Hound Patrol, organized by Holmes 
Hamilton, (Sherlock to his friends), and John Watson, both interested in crime detection, 
is soon deep in some real sleuthing jobs. A bean burglary is simple enough, but 4 haun- 
ted house and a stolen car, ghosts and a swamp, lead to an exciting climax - and 4 very 
proper ending with honors and approval for all the right people. Some of the material 
appeared in brief form in the Boy Scout's BOY'S LIFE. 6 illustrations by Robert Meyers. 


(10/1) 
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Wedsworth, L. A. Rinehart 
PUZZLE OF THE TALKING MONKEY $2.00 
A mystery yarn by the author of many mystery stories for the teens. Here, a a 


two weeks before the opening of school, things begin to happen on the western College je 
of Mines campus, and two young bucks who have been on the verge. of fisticuffs ‘are drawn 
together in a sudden need for action. A monkey of felt whose brilliant vocabulary con- | 
sists of the work "sucker" is left by mistake on one of the boys’ desks. A professor 
who preaches dangerous “isms” seems to have been the intended butt, but when he dis- . “=a 
appears, things happen fast, and the boys solve almost all the excitements in a con- - FF 
fused finish. Complicated and somehow slow. Illus. Jon Nielsen. (9/11) | . i 


NON - FICTION - 12 - 15 


Bailey, Ralph £. Dutton a 
ARGOSIES OF EMPIRE $2.75 By 
# Excellent, uncommon background, supplementary reading meterial for schools q 


and libraries, this is the dramatic story of international trade. Beginning with the 

adventures, romances and achievements of Rab Ithobal of Tyre, a Phoenician of 1200 B. Coy | 
this tells of the early trade between the Tin Islands and Phoenicia, whose route was a 
dramatically defended against pirates. The chronicle continues to the close of the 
15th century when Venetian power was at its height, and routes between Hurope and the os 
East were sought. Documented, fascinating history, this is the first of a planned a 
series to follow international trade through the present day. Illustrated by James - 
MacDonald, 256 pp., an appendix with each part. (9/17) “ E 


Yost, Edna Lippincott ~ 
AMERICAN WOMEN OF NURSING $2.50 





The author of American Women of Science has written another book of specializec 
interest to young girls. Ten outstanding American nurses and their stories give an over 
all picture of the field in which they made their names. Women of achievement, these 
“heroines” are pictured as real, hard-working, people who had good times as well as 
thrilling lives. A historic background foreword. (9/24) | 


Kerr, Laura Nelson — 
THE GIRL WHO RAN FOR PRESIDENT $2.50 

Belva Lockwood, first woman lawyer, first woman to run for President, fighter — 
for equal rights for women, will prove an exciting heroine to young girls on the verge = 
of career-thinking. The author of Voctor Elizabeth hes drawn a woman of firm purpose, — 
good intentions, fine personal relationships, who remained a wife and mother while she  — 
courageously fought against unjust male opposition. A friend of the crusaders of her = 
day, Belva was nominated for President in 1884, and, although women had no vote, she —| 
polled all the electoral votes of the State of Indiana. Well handled and unfamiliar . = 
historical material worked into a good story. 8 illustrations by Mildred Lyon Hether- 
ington. (9/17) = | a? q 
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Gregg, Allan Doubleday 
MYSTERY OF FLIGHT 24 $2.00 — 
A favorite mystery writer takes Reed Conroy and Inspector * ey of the Border” 


Patrol up in the air with a pilot friend, MacGregor, and a passenger! list of dubious q 
characters generating sinister atmosphere. Smugglers, slick manoeuvers, double-talk, 9 
and a bang-up finish make it tough for these invincible Patrol members. (9/18) a 
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Rinehart, Mary Roberts Rinehart 
MARY ROBERTS RINEHART’S MYSTERY BOOK $3.00 


The Man In Lower Ten, The Case of Jennie Brice, The Circular Staircase - 
are re-issued in one volume, and should be a money's worth of chills and thrills for 
@ new generation, and a good c ce to find out about earlier crime fiction. (For 
full report see P. 379) ( ) \o/v 


NON - FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde Appleton-Century 
BORN TO ADVENTURE #. i 


(Report repeated from P. 168, 3/15/47 bulletin, when scheduled for Spring 
publication.) "A wordy account of John Charles Fremont's contributions to westward 
expansion. A rigorous blue pencil would have helped point up some of the interesting 
and exciting source material. Fremont worked on surveying the northern and southern 
routes through mountains and deserts; he took part in the struggle for California. 
There is some material on the free versus slave state controversy, but any high school 
reader coming to this biography would require a fair background in American history 
before he could use the supplementary material to be found in this verbose account. 


Tll'd." (9/5) 


Putnam, George Palmer Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
MARINER OF THE NORTH $3.50 


The life of Captain Bob Bartlett is a sure-shot for those who love the sea 
and exploration, for not only his trips to the North, with Peary and alone, but the ex- 
cerpts from Bartlett's logs, and the rugged adventures combine to produce a colorful: 
character. Anecdotal, laudatory, documented - good reading. (Full report P. 388) 


(Sept.) 


Linton, Ralph & Adelin Harper 
MAN'S WAY $2.50 “ 


* An excellent anthropology book for use in schoolroom and library and/or gen- 
eral informational reading. The burning issues of race origins, innate superiorities, 

and superior races are here discussed from the sGientist’s point of view. Great quanti- 
ties of well-formulated information - the vastly complex and differing cultures of man 
from the most primitive and ancient to speculative beginnings, the primitive existing 
tribes like the Australian aborigines, the widely assorted cultures of the modern day. 
Fascinating reading too for parents and teachers. A calm:documented book. I11‘d. (9/7 


Herzberg, Joseph G. Henry Holt 
LATE CITY EDITION $3.50 


The physical organization and inner working of a newspaper (New York Herald 
Tribune ) with separate chapters written by the heads of the department discussed. Al- 
most a textbook on journalism, these first hand accounts by top newspaper men are ex- 
cellent study for boys or girls aiming at this field. (Full report P. 386) (9/29) 


Anderson, Raymond W. Knopf 
ROMPING THROUGH MATHEMATICS $2.50 


“Romping" is a bit too active a verb, sauntering more exactly describes this | 
once-over-lightly coverage of the fields of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, calculus, 3 
with bypaths of historical gossip and anecdote. A pleasant refresher for those who know | 
the way, for those unfamiliar, this will serve as a summary. Though it bogs down some- 
times in its attempts to make everything too spritely, its breezy style and amusing 
cartoon-type diagrams and illustrations by Harry Zarchy will help earn it a otal as 
pia hina —st material for itt school and library use. ioe 
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Espey, John J. Knopf 
TALES OUT OF SCHOOL $2.50 


° | delightfully funny account of the years the author spent at the American 
school in Kuling, China. Dormitory stories, escapes from education en masse, Scouting 
in the Chinese manner, boarding school life - this is a pleasure to read in its demure 
dignity and its distinctive style (For full report see P. 381) (9/11) 


Whitney, Janet Little, Brown 
ABIGAIL ADAMS $4.00 


Abigail Smith Adams’ biography is plausible, entertaining and informative and 
will supplement actual history studies. Her career as wife of the second President, 
mother of the sixth, parallels many important events, her life crosses many famous char- 
acters, but her story is never without intelligence, courage, charm and warmth. A liv- 
ing document, of particular appeal to girls, with great vitality.(Full report P. 382) 


(9/11) 


Gibson, Walter B. Prentice-Hall 
PROFESSIONAL MAGIC FOR AMATEURS $3.50 


Clearly explained and well-illustrated, these tricks are professional in the 
sense that they are mysterious and interest-arousing. Not requiring skill at sleight 
of hand, they are excellent for emateurs to use for entertainment, and have the value 
of not having previously appeared in more general books. (Full report P. 380) (8/11) 


Berne, Eric, M. D. Simon & Schuster 
THE MIND IN ACTION $3.00 


A good introduction to psychiatry definitely keyed to layman understanding, 
this will be of interest and help to those in psychology courses. Each point is illus- 
trated with a mythical case history, and the three sections cover basic theories, the 
causes and effects of abnormal development, methods of treatment. Appendices cover 
discussions, there is a glossary and bibliography. (Full report, P. 385) (9/22) 


Smith, Robert Simon & Schuster 
BASEBALL $3.50 


Full of outstanding personalities, teams, events, in baseball history, this 
catches the spirit of the game. Thumbnail sketches of its heroes and great names, 
famous plays, past history that has become legend - there is much here that is familiar, 
but baseball fans are ommivorous in their hobby. (Full report P. 385) (9/19) 


Ullman, James Ramsey- /d. William Sloane 
EVEREST: Kingdom of Adventure $4.75 


A gallant tribute to gallant men, this collects the writings of those who 
have tried the “great unfinished adventure” of climbing the world's highest mountain. 
These personal accounts give a vivid picture of the obstacles of all kinds that had to 
be surmounted, makes clear the impetus that was behind the attempts to reach the peak, 
the importance of the achievements to date. The editor's introduction is a short, 
glowing account of mountaineering, and of the men (all English) who have accepted the 
mountain's challenge. Adventure that is more than physical, this should be of import- 
ance to 611 climbing clubs and their members. Many fine illustrations, appendices, 
and a bibliography. (For full report see P. 386) (9/25) 





